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Dcai Ms Doi~lch 

On Septembei-9, Billy J Parrott, President and CEO of Pnvaie Networks, Tnc (“PNI”), 
James E Lindstrom, Presidenl of Broadcast Data Coiporation (“BDC”), and the undersigned, on 
behalf of the Ad Hoc MDS Coalition (“Ad Hoc”), met with John Muleta, Chief of the Wireless 
Telecnmmunicationc Bureau and Cathenne W Seidel and Shellie N. Blakeney of his office, 
Jamison S Prime and Shameeka H u n t  of the Office of Engineenng and Technology, Sheryl J 
Wilkerson ot the Office of Chairman Michael Powell, and Trey Hanbury of the Office of the 
General Cotmyel, regarding vanous proposals under consideration for relocating the Multipoint 
Disunhution Service (“MDS”) l iom thc 2150-2162 MHz band 

Ad Hoc’s presentations were consistent with its prior submissions in the above- 
reterenced dockcts Ad Hoc is a coalition of small andor  minonty-owncd MDS licensees 
including PNI and BDC. The rccord also indicates that  there are also dozens of other small MDS 
licensees and scrvice provideix t ha l  are slakeholders in these proceedings and are not members of 
Ad Hoc but arc supportive 01 Ad Hoc’s position. 

Ad Hoc requests that i t  be relocated to 1910-1996/1990-1996 MHz, a move which 
will not pose interference problems with vanous other spectrum users, is acceptable to its 
pnncipal lessees, and will provide cxpedited broadband services to the public given the ability 
of MDS to Lrilnsition to the 1900 band without delay ~ opening a clear path for AWS However, 
i f  MDS’ inove LO thc 1900 band is not acceptable to the Commission, Ad HOC respectfully 
requests tha t  it be left in its current location As small and mlnonty businesses, there I S  
significant economic: harm due to the FCC’s continued delay in deciding when and where to 
move MDS, which would be compounded by the FCC’s decision to not provide comparable 
spectrum i n  capacity and size for MDS’ forced relocation 

Continued delay and uncertainty will impede or destroy MDS’ ability to meet 
currcnt contractual obligations, which includes contracts with vanous service providers to lease 



Ivls Marlene H Dortch, Secretai-y 
Seplcmher 10, 2003 
Pasc -2- 

MDS \pcctriim As a i.esult ol'this loss of rcveniie, for those MDS licensees that purchased their 
licenses at iiuction. they will bc depnved of thc means to satisfy their contractual obligations 
wilh ihc FCC lo make installmeni payments For all small MDS licensees, including auction 
winncis and Ihosc t h a l  purchased their spectrum on thc secondary market, all have faced great 
Iinmci;II dii'fic~ilty thcsc past thrcc years not knowing their ultimate fatc It is difficult, i f  not 
iinpo\.;iblc. for small business MDS to riiisc money i n  this regulatory limbo Ad Hoc seeks a 
\peedy and favorablc resolution hy  the FCC to avoid xvcre financial consequences. 

T h i w  years ago in ihe ~pii'it of coopcration and national interest, Ad Hoc first 
championed rhc use of the 1000 MH/ Band as a viable alternative if MDS was required to move 
irom its cui-icnt specti'um location at 2150 MHz, investing significant resources for research in a 
good faith ctfon to ~echnically and equitably resolve the FCC's problems with allocating new 
spectriiin foi- advanccd wireless scrvices. and minimiitng interference on numerous other 
hands/seivices, including MDS Today, the equitable and speedy resolution of MDS has taken a 
b x k  scat to Ihe desires of larger caimers that have considcrably more financlal resources, 
pel-sonnel, and l ime 

Theietore, Ad Hoc urged the Commission to act expeditiously and favorably on 
i t s  proposals cnnsistent with Ihe Communications Act of 1934, as amended, i n  particular Section 
257, Market Entry Barners Pi-oceeding, which mandates that the FCC "identify[] and eliminate[] 

markct entry bamicrs for enlreprencurs and other small businesses in the provision and 
owncrship of telecommunications scrvices and information services, or i n  the provision of parts 
or services to providers of telecommunications services and information services.'' 47 U S.C. 5 
257(a) 

This notice is being filed i n  each of the above-referenced dockets. Please contact 
ihc undersigned if you have questions or comments. 

CL John Mulera 
Cathy Seidel 
Shellie Blakency 
Jamison Pnmc 
Shanicckd Hun1 
Sheryl Wilkerson 
Trey Hanbuiy 


